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Congratulations to Hilary Leek for gaining a Gold Pass on her test, also to Kevin Hugo who was her Tutor.

For those who know Jon Gambles, I recently had an email from him and he sends his best wishes to the group form Scotland.

Raffle Prizes  We are always looking for prizes for our monthly meetings and this year at the Christmas Meal we will be holding a Selective Raffle.  If you have unwanted birthday or Christmas gifts all donations would be appreciated.  Please bring them to a meeting and hand them to a member of the committee.

                                     Dates For Your Diary

Monday 12th November 7.30pm Liddington Village Hall 

Brendon Ball and his wife who are going to Sweden via Canada, Japan and Russia on a BMW Bike.   

Monday 10th December, 7.30pm Liddington Village Hall  

Mark Harris. From Rubicon First Aid.  Mythbusting, useful for those who have never done a course. Looks at common misconceptions relating to first aid and road traffic collisions, with advice about what to do and not do. Mark will be coming in the New Year to do the First Aid Courses, so it will be a good opportunity to meet him.

Friday 25th January 2008 Christmas Meal 7.30 at The Village Inn Liddington.  This has been a really enjoyable evening and is open to wives, partners and family.  The cost is the same as the previous two years. Three Courses for £15.95, the menu has changed slightly. and is attached to the end of this newsletter.  To book, please contact Monica and send your cheque’s to her made payable to RoADAR North Wilts Group. 

Monday 11th February 2008 7.30pm Liddington Village Hall   Paul Weston  will come and give a talk and presentation on the Isle of Man TT race this year. 

Saturday 23rd First Aid Course for Bikers Confirmed  

There are still places available on this but it is going ahead with fourteen people.  There is room for more so if you would like to join in on this there is still time.  It is not only open to bikers.  Car drivers, you may come across a motorcycling accident.  Would you know what to do?  To confirm your place on this please send your cheque for £60 made payable to RoADAR North Wilts Group to Monica. The cost includes lunch and refreshments and a donation to the cost of hiring the hall.

We still need more people to put their names down for the car course.  This is likely to be held in the spring sometime.  I cannot arrange it until I have enough numbers to participate.  We have eight so far and need a minimum of twelve.

Scotland 2008     

Dates for bikers’ diaries: - a trip to the North of Scotland 6/7/8/9 June.

Details will appear on the forum page on the website.

Skittle Evening  

At the White Hart, Oxford Road, Swindon.  Can we muster enough people to have a skittle evening at the White Hart?  Bikers against Car Drivers?  Or just two teams?  Cost approx £10 per head to include a hot bar meal.  Friends Wives, partners included.  Please contact Monica if you are interested.  We need to book in advance so we are looking at March/April 2008

A Warning   Re; Insurance  -  Taken from Telegraph Motoring Section

From January 1st 2008 insurers must register customers’ details on the Motor Insurance Database, within seven days rather than fourteen.  This means that motorists who do not renew their cover before their cover expires could be topped for driving without insurance, because police now use automatic number plate recognition technology, which instantly checks registration numbers against the MID.  If the vehicle does not come up on the data base, the police can stop it and if the driver cannot prove that he or she is covered, the car can be destroyed.

David Douch – New vehicle development

David was full, as usual, of often unexpected insights.  Drawing on his experience with Renault, he challenged, informed and entertained us for about an hour and a half.

In response to his initial question, “What does a manufacturer have to take into account when developing a new vehicle?” which we brainstormed in groups of four, my group came up with thirty-odd items, ranging from new materials through safety and security to green issues and return on investment.  We were embarking on some rudimentary classification of these elements when David began to show us how complex the process actually is and how interrelated all the issues are.  

For each aspect the groups threw out to him, he explained how it was necessarily tangled up with other issues and he gave us a real feel of how hard development teams have to work to achieve a result.   Market surveys don’t necessarily turn out accurate predictions: the Espace was apparently designed with a young family market in mind but in fact found its niche with older buyers.  Homologation involves taking into account 86 sections of EU legislation and anticipating them around five years ahead.  Vehicle safety carries a weight penalty which results in higher emissions.  Under the bonnet and in the passenger compartment there is intense competition for “packaging” space amongst specialist engineers keen to achieve the optimum result for their own contribution: cooling system, gearbox, routing of hoses and controls, accessibility for servicing, location of sensitive equipment.  And the cost envelope must not be exceeded.  The word “nightmare” occurred more than once – David had seen projects aborted when agreement could not be reached within the target envelope.

He also flagged up the need for training, the challenges associated with working across borders and cultures (including the need for both LHD and RHD versions), the pressure of time, and the pitfalls of translation (Chris Gleed supplied a nice example from a Japanese vehicle manual which warned him to contact his dealer if he detected “pinging or lugging” from the engine.)

An interesting downside at the end of the process is what David called the “starburst effect”: the development team disbands, and takes with it a lot of learning which may not be passed on to the next project.  

Asked what he anticipated in the future, David thought that the camshaft was a target for replacement by solenoid-operated valves in order to cut cost, noise and weight.  He also said electric brakes and steering were under consideration, and this led to some discussion about the advisability of removing all mechanical control.

Even for those of us who may think we know a bit about cars, David always manages to find challenges.  How many of us knew which insurance category our car was in?  As I run two classics and a seven-year-old Scenic, I had long forgotten – but so had many others.  David told us it was one of his own first considerations when buying a car, and explained how laborious the process is for manufacturers and insurance companies to establish the cost of repairs on a new model, and therefore an appropriate category.  

I’ll leave you with another of his questions: could anyone tell him whether the high-level brake light and the stop lights come on at exactly the same time?  Make your own observations when you’re next following a vehicle on the road.  

Bill Reed

Christmas Meal Menu 2008

Soup of the Day

Melon & Prawn Cocktail

Pate with Melba toast

---------

Homemade Beef Bourgeon

Beef Cooked in Red Wine, with Bacon, Onion & Mushrooms

Roast Lamb

Homemade Steak & Ale Pie

Fish Cakes

With a Creamy Parsley Sauce

Homemade Wild Mushroom Goulash

Wild Mushrooms with Walnuts in a Creamy Sauce

Lasagne Verdi

Served with a Crisp Lettuce Salad & Garlic Bread

-----

Sweet Board & Coffee

Three Course  £15.95
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